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Editorial Comments ¢ 


HE HX ‘ 


Conzerence on Alternative Life Styles in Dayton, 
Ohio April 4,5,&6. 

KHX HX 

Check out Herman Hesse's Steppenwolf and 
Steppenwolf's "Monster" album. 

KX HH 

If silence gives assent, Nixon continues to 
hold the mandate of apathy. His administration 
would be precarious indeed if the silent major- 
ity ever 2lected,to speak for themselves. 

Nixon wants silent sheep. But many middle-class 
eitizens are beginning to feel the pinch. They 
have clung to their virtues until the wall 
presses at their backs. Some are beginning to 
see that their instincts have been enslaved, 
that their minds have been trained to crave 

a liability with sleek (1984) styling, that 
their hands reach automatically for wallet, 
check book or credit card. But only the non- 
essential can be purchased on the installment 
plan and, realizing this, the middle-amerikan 
may by stirring. Middle-Amerika may be getting 
tired of playing house nigger to the corporate 
Piste 

HH XXX 

Bethel College is rumoured to be in serious 
Financial and ethical difficulty. The fly is 
puzzing around the over-ripe fruit. Who can 
help Bethel become a free university? 

KE KHER 

The ecological issue has been thrust forward 

to students, radicals, and all concerned peo- 
ple as a non-political issue. But ecology is 
in no way a weak issue for radicals--it is, 
rather, a most revealing one, and those Repub- 
lican clubs which take the issue of enviorn- 
ment seriously, will soon find that the whole 
American Way of Life is a major part of the 
problem, This may be the time that the cor- 
porate extablishment shows its fundamental 
sickness. It would be a mistake, however, 

for radicals to take pleasure in this--we 

live on the same planet. If it dies we are 

all victims, and who can say absolutely 


that he has not had a hand in the execution? 
HHH KH 


KRK KH 

"Tf I could turn you on, if I could drive you 
out of your wretched mind, if I could tell you 
I would let you know." (R.D. Laing) Ronald 
Laing is a psychiatrist, but he is not a shrink, 
He manages to convey a deep understanding of 
the very private human experience to those who 
are willing to dig through his short but heavy 
pook--The Politics of Experience (Ballantine/95¢) 
This is a must for all behavioral scientists 
who are liable to put their faith in observable 
phenomena and tend to forget the beams in their 
eyes. 

KR KH 

The Mennonite coalition that made it possible 
to present wandering grad-students with "arena" 
has evidently collapsed. The most reliable 
sources of rumour say that the Mennonite Breth- 
ren were disturbed about it causing people to 
think and undermining years of Christian train- 
ing. This is understandable--it is a common 
experience to find that thought does tend to 
naw at the plastic fibers of self-righteousness, 
'arena" however, was always a rather tepid 
journal due to its paralyzing position on the 
fence of Menno factionalism, and one wonders at 
the delicate sensitivity of our brethren who 
must have rather sophisticated heresy alarm 
systems. The Pharisaic Hebrews had developed 
a similar system which allowed them to crucify 
a certain carpenter/prophet on charges of 
blasphemy. 
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INTERVIEW: 


Curtis Burrell 


SS CASS 
the stone mennorrite church meets the stoned mennonite church, 


In August of 1968, the Revelators from the 
Woodlawn Mennonite Church in Chicago pre- 
sented a documentary play on Black History 
to the delegates at the GC Conference at 
Estes Park, Following the play, Rev. Curtis 
Burrell, pastor at the Woodlawn Church led 
the discussion, This was his first intro- 
duction to many of the delegates, At the 
same conference the delegates passed a 
resolution to raise a million dollar pover- 
ty fund. The conference is far short of 

its million and hasn't put any of it into 
action yet, Meanwhile, things at the 
Woodlawn Church have been changing and its 
relation to the white GC establishment has 
become increasingly tenuous, as Curtis be- 
comes progressivly more active in the larger 
struggle here in Chicago. He is learning, 
as he says, “how to deal" with the power 
structure. 


REMNANT asked Curtis Burrell for this inter- 
view in hopes of illuminating a problematic 
subject for the white community, both in 
terms of understanding a church oriented 
toward building a power base for the black 
community, and as an aid to understanding 
the ynique position of Curtis as a person, 

a pastor, and a leader in Chicago, 


Interviews are always difficult because the 
person on the hot seat is forced to respond 
to questions rather than speak out of his 
own bag, so much of this interview is incon- 
clusive: and shows the vast differences in 
perspective between Curtis and those asking 
questions. We hope, however, that it will 
convey a sense of the dilemma so that those 
institutions with some power and money will 
see their obligation to support efforts such 
as those in Kenwood-Oakland even though they 
cannot fully understand what"s happening, 
The needs of the people cannot wait and their 
dignity cannot be patronized. 


This conversation took place in late January 
at TOC (815 W. Wrightwood, Chicago). There 
were a number of people present including some 
visitors from Bethel College. Those speaking 
are as follows and will be identified by their 
first initial in the transcript: Curtis, Mark 
Wagler, Roger Kaufman, Evelyne Wagler, Steve 
Stucky. Mark had to start it off, so he said: 
Mark: What are you doing? 
Curtis: I'm almost getting to the place where 
I'm scared to tell people what I'm doing. The 
way things are going in this society--it leads 
everyone to be suspicious of everyone else, 
I'm getting that way myself, a little bit. 
What am I doing? Well, safe to say that I'm 
still trying to get community organization to- 
gether, working as the pastor of a church, 
participating in the Coalition for United Com- 
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munity Action, These are about the 3 broad 


Me: What has the Coalition done this summer? 
What agreements are you trying to get the city 
to live up to now? 


C: To say it briefly, since the last part of 
July, we closed down about 180 million dollars 
of construction around the-city. And from about 
September till the first of this month we were 
negotiating for more jobs and now we've signed 
an agreement, and we have, prepared to try to 
pring something like 4,000 blacks into the trade 
unions through an on the job training program, 
One of the union WaBbhington representatives 
believes that we can get bout one and a half 
million for Chicago, 

The thing that's significant about Chicago's 
agreement is that blacks participated in nego- 
tiations, whereas in other cities they don't 
want that to happen. So the government will 
use this--this precedent that was set here--as 
an aid for the deals with other cities, because 
in other places, like Philadelphia, the build- 
ing industry wants to first agree among them- 
selves on the program, and then to sell it‘to 
the black community. 


Ms: When you had your original list of demands 
in terms of jobs--you say you have 4,000 jobs 
promised now--how many had you originally asked 
for? 


C: 10,000, You see the thing is, however, in 
the city of Chicago you got to get politically 
wise, otherwise you'fre still not going to get 
anything. Because there are two elements that 
are running this town--political and gangsters. 
Politicians are gangsters, and the gangsters are 
politicians. There are a few exceptions, you 
know, but basically this is the way it goes in 
Chicago. You got to be able to deal; if you 
can't deal, you can't get no power here. Like 
the union guys told us, he says, “Look, the only 
reason you got us this far is because of the 
tactics that you used in closing down the sites. 


You could have pidketed all day out there; we 


would have laughed at you and kept on building." 


But to come in, on some occasions, guys took 
2-by-4's and hit dudes in the head and knocked 
them otf tractors, went up while they were still 
laying brick, you know, up on the 16th floor, 
and grabbed them, pushed them, told them, "Get 
out" you know, "The job is closed down today." 
Another thing one of the union men told us-- 
because one of the fears we had when we first 
were planning--these guys were saying, "That's 
the Mafia, you know, you'd better not deal with 
those trade unions. Those guys will kill you, 
they'll blow you up, they'll put dynamite in 


your car." But because the need for survival 
is so great, there's no alternative but to keep 
pushing on. Then one of the union men came and 
he said, "Look, we don't have to deal with you 
fellows," he daid, "We'll get the police to do 
it." And that, in my mind, is what is actually 
happening. 


Rogers Is KOCO (Kenwood-Oakland Community Or- 
ganization) feeling any of the brunt of the 
genei7al repression? 


C: ‘ure. With (KOCO organizer Leonard) Sengali 
in j 11 we feel that, you know. I feel it, be- 
cause my work load is twice as much, There's 
the work in KOCO--in the areas of housing, and 
education, welfare, economic development, and 
in health, And in all of those areas, less so 
with education, we have something going. 

We're to deal with comprehensive preventive 
medical center, to be named the KOCO Medical 
Center, and it will be controlled by the people 
of KOCO through a board of trustees. We'll 
hire at least 60 women from the community to 
serve as health advocates, going from door to 
door talking to people about good health care, 
concerned about falling plaster, and poor en- 
vironmental conditions...overlapping with, and 
working with, the community organizers. 

We also want tu develop something for drug 
addicts, and I want to work with the guys on 
sre but really haven't had time to take care 
Of Av. 

(In ecomomic development), one thing we're 


reaching for is manufacturing rather than re- 


tailing. We now have about 7 people out in 
Downer's Grove who are in training in a plas- 
tics plant, Really, we're in sort of a part- 
nership with this guy now. We need at least 

15 trained people to bring the plant back in 
the city. We have our eye on a possible fa- 
ecility at 79th and Phillips. However, our 
economic consultant is leaving, you know, which 
is baa cause they are hard to find. 


M: How is KOCO structured now? Do you still 
have block clubs? Do you still organize on 
that kind of level in terms of a grassroots 
organization? Or are you organizing around 
issues, such as health and economic develop- 
ment? 


C: Right. We are organizing among each of 
these areas along with the consultant. 


M: One thing I don't get clear, Are all these 
organizations a part of KOCO? When you have 
money for housing, or you have money for health 
is it all through KOCO? Do you have various 


separate corporations? like you have a cor- 
poration for this thing with the plastic fac- 
tory, and you have other corporations, and 
they're all independent things? 


C: Naw, we don't go for this independence 
stuff. We go to all the meetings now and then, 
and tell them, "Hold it, damn it! You don't 
run it all now; you're just one arm, one arm 
on the finger." 

KOCO is like a corporation now, a very un- 
sophisticated corporation really. But that's 
what it is. Like, when I was talking about 
the health,grant, that's for health; when I'm 
talking about housing, I'm talking about Oak- 
land Housing Development Corporation, which is 
a part of KOCO's housing arm; when I'm talking 
about economics, that's under the True People's 
Power Development Corporation, which has the 
plastics plant, which would have a number of 
other things. 

You don't get property all in the same way. 
Sometimes you buy property, sometimes you buy 
outright, other times you buy it on option, 
and other times the cat may just give it to 
you, and other times you may just take it away 
(laughter) Presently what we have are two huge 
signs--you know like Mayor Daley used to have- 
-something that's big, black and white, and it 
says: "This property is owned by the people 
of Kenwood-Oakland through the Oakland Devel- 
opment Corp." And then in big letters in the 
middle, we've got our emblem, and then it says 
"Koco", And then it has "Black People Serious 
About One Another" on the bottom. What I was 
thinking about doing was simply trying to em- 
barass the city when the weather breaks--take 
smaller signs like that and stake them out all 
over the vacant loftis you see in the community. 
(much laughter) Something saying we're building 
our own housing. 

But the funny thing is, I told Charley 
Swibel...who is a crook...the ditide who built 
Marina City without no money...when we were in 
his office a few weeks ago, I said, “Look here, 
Swibel, I'm going to come in to talk to you 
about building some buildings in Kenwood-Oak- 
land." 

He says, "Sure, Reverend, sure, sure, any- 
time » I'll be glad, that's one of mga concerns 
too. So we set up a meeting. 

Swibel says, "Anything you want," you know, 
"anything you want, anyway you want it, draw 
me up a list of all the vacant lots you see, 
and anything else you think should go down in 
Kenwood-Oakland, and we'll get together on that." 

Now this is the game the system whips on 
people, They're sitting on the city council, 
they think they're making decisions. They made 
no decisions: (it's) a police action thing, 
police getting on it. Police Captain Conlisk, 
and the rest of them crooks, did that. 





M: Is this related to Model Cities? 


C: See Kenwood-Oakland and Grand Boulevard is 
in the Model Cities Target Area. And Model 
Cities will be building housing and all, and 
getting into that. But even Model Cities not 


have the final word on housing. It will be, 
if this ordinance passes, CHA that makes that 
decision. Now Judge Austin has ruled that 
there should be no more public housing built 
in the black community--It has to be on the 


\\, periiphery or in the white community. That 


means that CHA can't build, so Swibel has to 
get around that. These guys amaze me the way 
they can deal. 
We will build moderate income housing, which 
is about thirty thousand, forty thousand dollar 
house--not low income, but moderate housing, 
for low income people, using the newly passed 
Housing Bill 335--which is that they will sub- 
Sidize a persons rent; I think its up to 25%. 
The person pays 25% of his income for rent; 
and all over that that's due the government 
pays for, 


Steve: What kind of a power base are you us- 
ing to deal with all these things? I was down 
at the Rockefeller Chapel at the memorial ser- 
vice on King's birthday. Bobby Rush (Illinois 
Black Panther Chairman) came down and he was 
giving us a little poltical education and he 
said, "There's a couple kinds of power--one 

is land power, another is industrial power. 
And all these things," he said, “have got to 
be able to deliver political .consequences, " 

he called it. "If you don't have land power, 
and you don't have industrial power," he says, 
"we've got to have military power." Well, it 
sounds to me like you're getting into a lot of 
rather sophisticated and intricate dealings. 
What kind of power base do you use in order to 
make sure that they work out in your favor? 


C: They haven't worked out yet--I mean the 
end hasn't come yet. I don't know, TI don't 
have time to analyze what it is that we're 
using. What do you think it sounds like? 


S: Well, it sounds like you've got all these 
people who are doing all these things in their 
own self-interest. Now somehow you hope it 
works out in your favor--and I'm not sure ex- 
actly what that means, 

C: Now what people are doing all these things? 


S: Well, like Swibel, he's evidently making 
money off the deal, right? 


C: Or else he's probably maneuvering it so that 
money can be made. 


Rogers Are you having trouble getting state or 
federal funding? 


C: No, we're our own trouble, man. The biggest 
enemy I see if you want to talk about Black 
Revolution and everything--is that we are our 
own probtém., You know, the problem with consul- 
tants is that they don't have to bear the con- 
sequences of their theories. But when you're act 
ually getting ready to build something, you get 


a little more pragmatic than you are theoretical. 


Your end goal is to win, or to accomplish the 
thing you set out to do. 


M: To return to Steve's question, who is making 
decisions on all these projects? To what ex- 
tent are grass roots people involved? Why is 

it that the city is willing to bargain with you? 
Cs: That's what I can't figure out. 

Ms Are they simply trying to save time? Are 
they afraid that you're going to make a lot of 
noise and embarass them? What kind of power 


do you have that makes them willing to bargain 
with you? 


Cz: Like the kinds of things we did this last 
summer, you know, We didn't know where we were 
going to come from, That was just a thing that 
came about. Nobody was really expecting anyone 
to jump off like that, and to give them so much 
trouble. It was just like an army, that's what 
is was, You ask me about an army, well, that's 
what we was this summer...an army. Just like 
the waves running across all the sites...clos- 
ing them down, you know. 


The Church 
> The STON 


What's happening with the church? 








Ms 


C: Too busy. Yeah, I think I would have the 
time...like most of last week I was over at 

fhe church, and if we really got KOCO working 
right I would be there even less. You know the 
other day I was examining myself and £'am doing 
the work that should be the staff organizers 
job. And I guess it gets down to the fact that 
I don't trust people enough. I don't trust 
guys to do it right so I feel I have to get out 
there and do it. Then when it ge$s too tense, 
I start hollering. 

M: So what can happen at the church? 

C: Iwas thinking today after our service this 
morning...you know there were about a hundred 
of the cats in a Stone* meeting...1 guess we 
had had about ten people in church, If I had 
more time I would have just sat there and re- 
laxed because they were playing the records you 
know...they like that arrangement with the 
tables and chairs. They were sitting there 
listening to the music and if somebody's feels 
like saying something, he'd gust stand up and 
Say it... like, "Stone hove!" 


People don't hear what I'am saying but you'd 
be surprised that in maybe what you'd call the 
strangest places, you'll be hearing the strang- 
est-things. The Stones are very religious. 
They might even sit down to a conversation and 
open a Bible and come out of it, arid be dead 
serious. They actually believe that we are the 
chosen folks that like Moses was leading them, 
Jeff Fort is leading us... out of this wilder 
ness. 


nn re 


*Stone refers to members of the former 
Blackstone Rangers-formerly a street gang-now 
increasingly p@liticized as the Black P,. Stone 


6, Nation. 


M: So how do you feel about the church and the 
Stones? What is the future of that building 
there? 


C: We can get an ecumenical thing going, espi- 
cally if they get something going over at Ken- 
wood United Church, We may just have all 
Stones involved over there, Because I'am going 
with wherever the Lord leadeth, that's where 
I'am going to follow. And if it's with all 
Stones, we'll have the Stone Mennonite Church. 
(laughter) wow!) I even told them cats... 
cause they were asking me..."you know, you all 
is my congregation." And more and more I find 
it encouraging. I'm not asking anybody any- 
thing religious wise, it's just that cats have 
begun to ask me, Of course, they got their 
own theology; it's not like anything you've 
ever ee eee don't teach it in 
Elkhart. (laughter 

This may be a kind of primitive thing that 
the Nation (Stone Nation) needs right now. T 
These guys are sort of like a church and like 
missionaries because they got a kind of mani- 
fest destiny in their thinking. And when I 
look at the white western world I see that's 
what you need, That always goes with the cru- 
sade:;. Through manifest destiny and all, the 


man tzo« over this whole continent...just 
marched from one coast to the other. One time 
he did it this way, the next time that way. 
That's why a strict revolutionary theory which 
just talks about one way ain't nothing. That 
ain't even in touch with history, Especially 
out here in this culture where the man won it 
with the gun, and he's gonna keep it with the 
gun, He just keeps making them guns bigger and 
better, Aijatt nobody goin! rip off this coun- 
try with-tke gun. First cause they ain't got 
none, Next cause nobody knows how to use what 
he's got. So it's going to have to be done in 
many and various sundry manners. 


Ms If you go backwards in time and look at the 


changes that the church went through and the 
changes that you went through, specifically like 
the kinds of things that the church was involv- 
ed in before...because people who are going to 
be reading this interview don't know the back- 
ground in terms of what you saw, 

Like, looking at it now. The house where 
white VS'ters used to live is going to KOCO, 
The coffee house that the church used to run 
is now the Palace Restaarant run by the Stones, 
but when I go over there to get some hamburgers 
I feel like, hey, this is a place we used to be 
into. 
when you came three and a half years ago... 


Cs: Hmmm, you know, I haven't even taken the 
time to reflect on that. But that's the way 
it was...used to be the Seminary. Had a lot 
of missionary-minded people coming in on week- 
ends, And I'd like to get a group in now, to 
tell you the truth, to do some painting and 
patching up around there, 


Rs What about the personal changes you've 
gone through in the last few years? Like Mark 
and Stucky were telling me about how you gave 
them a hard time for drinking and cussing and 
you seem to have ehanged your theology. 


It's a totally different feeling from when 


\ 


C: Well, like you said, being in the situation 
that we're in over there. It gets like what I 
imagine it'd be like in a little ole boat on 

the sea, just constantly movin! and being jost- 
led about. And it gets pretty tense...You mean 
why do I smoke a pipe now when I used to didn't? 


R: Well, I think that's just a manifestation 
of some kind of growth or something. 


C: Well, you see that wouldn't make sense. 
Now when I used to smoke cigarettes what was I 
then? Had I grown then? I mean I used to 
smoke cigarettes and shoot dope...and snatch 
things and rip people off, you know. 


M: But like how did you think of yourself when 
you came through seminary into North Kenwood? 
What did you want to see accomplished? What 
were you frustrated with? Like the church was 
very white then, in terms of how it was con- 
trolled, and if you worked within those struc- 
tures it made it difficult to relate’ to people 
outside of those structures. 


C: Yes, it would. You know when I was in col- 
lege (Hesston), and I saw girls wearing dresses 
above their knees, man, I'd come down on them, 
I'd scream on them. A cat was in the praycr 
room one time...trs holy prayer room, kissin: 
a girl and I said, “Brother, what are you do- 
ing?" So I'd scream at him and quote some 
Bible verses at him,...shot him down « thought 
he was desecrating a holy place, you know... 
eeu) I'd go there 3 times a day faith- 
ULly.. 

My attitude toward sex is changed quite a 
bit since that. It's just that I've accepted 
our own cultural thing, our own Black cultural 
thing in which there ain't no hangups...Like 
Sengali once said, "We got to be good to all 
these little black kids running around here. 
We scared to throw a brick for fear we might 
hit our own kids." Well, the implication is 
elear. 

Like I was talking to a sister the other 
night and she said, "You know, my husband says 
there ain't no such thing as adultry." So I 
asked her to explain that. But she said she 
didn't know what he meant by it...she was just 
visiting him up in a federal prison in Minne- 
sota and he was studying for the ministry, she 
said. I told her that he gonna have to drop a 
lot of that stuff he's learning. (laughter) 

She asked me if she should contact Moody Bible 
and send him some material. I told her, no 
don't do that. Those people are racist, they 
are capitalistic, they are imperialistic, they 
are fundamentalistic. Don't contact those peo- 
ple. 

If my attitude now was the same as it was 
when I approached that couple in that prayer 
room at Hesston College, I know how the broth- 
ers would see me. They'd say, "Uh-huh, look 
at that nigger, he married that white woman and 
he's just in a white things He just don't like 
black people." But, like now, well, a dude 
came up to me the other night and said, "Look 
here, look here, Burrell, the Father, I tell 


you, the Father sent you to us." 


R: Do you think Anabaptist theolo ha ~ 
thing to contribute? "a pois 


—— > continued 


C: Yeah, it's got something. 
God worked with the people in 
(laughter) And if he can work there, he can 
work other places, getting on to the same point 
that the Lord loves...which is what it says to 
me now. 

I've been working also trying to get a hym- 
nal. The Woodlawn Mennonite Hymnal. What I do 
when I have time is I pick up the 45's, you 
know, like Nina Simone, the Beatles! "Come To- 
gether;" I play them on tape and have them 
written off, you know, on paper. Then what I 
want to do is zerox them into the hymnbook, 

And then in the mornings I would like to play 
the records when everybody's sittin! there and 
people will catch on to the musie of it, and 
they'll have the words and we can begin to sing 
because this is how people learn Songs in the 
black community. You don't sit down and learn 
music, You hear a song over and over on the 
radio or when someone is making a personal ap- 
pearance, or hear it in some retaurant or tav- 
ern on some box. So I feel that this is a 
good way to teach songs, 


Oo \ ation 


Evelyne: You were saying a while back ago that 
your views on sex have changed quite a lot, 

You used to have a very strong thing that "Man 
is the head and woman is somewhere below him, 
If you still believe that, would you explain 
it. Because if you say that you have become 
more atveral. ie. 


Tells us that 
Switzerland, 


C: I don't know what all that means... to be~ 
come iiberal or the opposite of liberal, I'm 
just telling you what changes I'm going through, 
I don't know what is the best cbriterha to judge 
the good, but this is what happened to me and 
you can categorize it any way you want, but I 
think it's for the best. 


Now, the so-called women's liberation move- 
ment and all didn't start in Kenwood-Oakland 
and it didn't start in any other black commun- 
ity. It's out of place there, It just simply 
doesn't fit, 


Ev: I don't understand that. I guess you mean 
that black women have had an easier time than 
black men finding jobs and holding the family 
together in the past. So now you think that 
men should regain their pride, but how do they 
regain their pride? By subduing women, or 
what? 


C3: See, I'm not trying to find a theology or 
philosophy for the whole world, just for a 

small segment of the world, you know,...Kenwood- 
Oakland. 


Ev: But you have women in that small segment. 


Cs: OK, what do you mean by women's liberation? 


Ev: Basically, I'm trying to find out the way 
you had changed on sex, but... .well...the way I 
understand it is you believe that the basic de- 
cisions are made by you and that these decisions 
also apply to Lois for her life. If you move 
Somewhere, she would move with you there, It's 
basically a thing of who makes the decisions, 


of -L da. 


Ev: That's what I mean, 
C: Unequivocably, I do, 


Ev: That's what women's 
about, 


liberation is all 
Because if you have 2 human Deine assy 


C: For me to be in women's liberation would be 
anti-black, 


Ev: OK. Explain yourself. Why do you think 
that women's liberation is anti-black, 


Ms: Maybe what you 
you haven't had to 
cause you have had 


are Saying, Curtis, is that 
deal with this question be- 
other things to deal with, 


C: Right. Right. It's a complete waste of my 
time. 
Ev: But you can't say that. (laughter)....shut 


up! No laughing! 
and I don't dig it 
women's liberation 


This is a serious discussion 
at all when we talk about 
and things. get laughed at. 


Cs: See there now, if we were setting there and 
a black woman would tell her man to shut up, 
you know what that would do to him? Where 
would that put him? Especially in the face of 
all his other fellows. He wouldn't be shit. 


M: OK, but in the future, men and women are go- 
ing to have to talk to each other on the basis 
of being human, right? So what happens now when 
he tells her to shut up? I mean, she wouldn't 
be shit either. 


C: If he's being himself...he wouldn't even 
tell her that in front of other people...he 
Should tell her that when... 


Dave: What you are kind of saying is that the 
whole world is messed up and with nothing being 
perfect there are certain battles to be fought 
now and others later, 


Ev: No, that's not true. Things go in coordi- 
nation, Like the Black Panthers have as their 
main point the fight against racism, but they 
have a whole outlook for the future...a society 
which is liberated. Women's liberation is very 
much immediate, too, if you are really working 
toward a society in which people can partici- 
pate equally. How can you promote that when in 
the family structure, you have a totalitarian 
kind of thing? How are you going to deal with 
those little kids that grow up in a family like 
that? 


C: Even the move to get a racially just society 
still ain't the primary goal. Not mine. We 

got off of that during civil rights days and 
things. I had just explained to you what my 
work and what my goal is...these programs I 

was running down, 


HELP the movement achieve self-employment 
hire ROGER KAUFMAN to shear yoursheep or ” 


send a donation to help cover operating — 
costs. 





CURTIS and the 
MENNONITES 


S$: You are a black minister in a black commun- 
ity and yet you are connected to the Mennonite 

church, You have ties with the General Confer- 
ence. They have some control over your actions 
at least on paper, How do you feel about this? 


C: Well, I think they have a lot of reserva- 
tions. I know that people have a lot of pre- 
concieved notions and things of the way the 
church should go and especially the way a Men- 
nonite pastor ahould be acting. And though I 
can understand this, you know, that don't mean 
that I'm going to adhere to it, I guess the 
best thing they can do is just to pay Curtis 
sort of like the care-taker to over-look our 
buildings until we figure out a better way to 
deal with the thing. Course that ain't too 
much noney they're paying. It's just a little 
jive money coming in. I think it's a dilemma 


they" e in. 


Rs You don't see them cooperating with you en 
a major project of any sort? 


C: A few people will. Stan Bohn has stuck by 
pretty good, Jake Friesen seems to be pretty 
sensible, too...pretty progressive, you might 
say. But right now, for allong time the cats 
was talking about getting a pastor--they kept 
saying they were going to find somebody, you 
know. And [ kept telling those cats...well 
look here, if anybody's going to be found, I'1l 
try to find tem, So I did find a brother, John 
Barber who was with King quite a bit and he's 
now working on a book on the life of Jesse 
Jackson, He has a wide range of experience, 
both academic and just out here. He's got deg- 
rees but hets free in the way he acts and dres- 
ses. Well, he had said that he's pretty turned 
on about the potential over there at the church 
and would be willing to help me out half-time, 
So now i'm trying to find some money for salary. 
I called Stan Bohn last week and he's supposed- 
ly looking around for something. 


M: Why did you ever join the Mennonite Church 
in the first place? 


C: A sense of brotherhood, and sincerety... 
basically that, 


Mc Do you think it's still there? 


C: Yes, to a limited degree. It's just not 
taken far enough, Actually, I found out a long 
time ago that it was just a small group of 
folks that were into this (brotherhood and sin- 
cerety) and it was not at all indicative of 
Mennonites, 


R: Could you still call yourself an Anabaptist? 


C: Really now, that's no good measuring rod 
for a black man to be measuring himself by. 


M: Yeah, well, then can you call yourself a 
Mennonite? 


Cs: Yeah, in a sense, 


Me What kind of measuring rod is that for a 
black man? (laughter) 


C: Well, I'm not thinking of it as a measuring 
rod now. I say it in a sense, It's a name, 


M: Stone Mennonite Church? 


C: You think the conference would go for that? 
M: But is there any point in you sontinuing to 


work with the Mennonite Church? 


C: If folks are ready to learn, If the Menno- 
nite church is ready to be servants to people. 


Ms: Are they? I mean, are they ready to learn 
from you? Is there anythingsin your relation- 
ship with the conference which is beneficial in 
terms of blacks or Mennonites, and which you 
would like to see continued? 


C: Yeah, mostly right now I need their support 
financially, but as a matter of fact I think 

the church could do much more than it is in 
North Kenwood, Actually, I think the Mennonite 
church puts in less money and gets more for it 
than any other, There ain't any other church 

in the neighborhood that's as active or progres- 
sive or whatever you want to call it. 


Ms But they don't necessarily think so. They 
are saying that you're spending your time in , 
the community organization and not in the chyrch 
church, 


C: Well, the church gets all the benefit ei- 
ther way. 


R: Do you envision yourself as having some- 
thing to say to Mennonites as a whole? Such as 
speaking to people at conferences, 


C: Yeah, but it may not be what they want to 
hear because it will probably all sound foreign 
to them. It's not based on a paternalistic 
presupposition at all. I'd be talking as tho 
I'm not asking anybody for a dime. Which would 
point out that the paternalism is still there.. 
.-. How in the hell can you taik to us like this 
and we're still supporting you"...(laughter) 


Ms: So what should Mennonites do? 


C: Learn how to listen, And let their theo- 
logy be alive and not dead. So you don't have 
to keep looking back to 1525...it's pathetic 
to see men spend all that time studying about 
dead folks. 


M: OK, Basically what you want from Menno- 
nites is money... 
C: Right. I'11 be as honest as I can, 


M: They're not coming up with much, so what 
have you got? 


(laughter) Cats say, What is that?, you now. Yc: ‘two buildings. Where it's warm, Anda 
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community that's becoming stronger and strong- 
er, Ain't no telling, we just may stop sending 
any kind of money to the church altogether, 

We get these houses and things, and we run it, 


D: Do you feel any sense of responsibility for 
the Mennonites, to bring them up?right? 


C:~ Sure;~if they listen, But see, 1 don't 
have all the time to do like I did in the early 
days when we were begging folks to accept black 
people as brothers, you know, and quote them 
all kinds of New Testament scriptures about 
love and things to be a "peace loving" church, 
too. I don't have time for that kind of thing. 


And I don't have time to be too nice either, 
because life is dynamic and things are happen- 
We don't have much time to waste, 


ing. 





POLLUTION 


the burning of fossil fuels pours 140 million 
tons of pollutants into the atmosphere--the 


Steel production of the US in that year. We 
produce five pounds of solid waste per person 
per day--amounting to more than seven million 
autos, 40 million tons of paper, 48,000 mil- 
lion cans, 26,000 million bottles and count- 
less other "wastes." For a long time these 
artifacts worked on the earth's life support 
systems much as garbage works on the plumbing 
in your own house. They clogged up the 


which corrective action was possible, This 
has changed. Today the volume of waste pro- 
duced in this society threatens our life 
support systems with destruction--with the 
basic alteration of the chemistry of the 
atmosphere, the oceans and the life-support- 
ing capacity of the land. The present crisis 
of the life support systems is no longer 
simply one of pollution, for which exist 
remedial solutions, but of destruction, after 
which there can be no repair, 


CONSUMPTION 

Today, in these United States, seven per cent 
of the world's population consume upwards of 
seventy per cent of the worlf's resources; 
one-fourth of all steel, three-fifths of the 
worlds cars, one-third of the world's sur- 
faced roads; one-third of all electric power, 
etc. Planned waste and obsolescence motivate 
this pattern, We eat in one day the equival- 
ent nutrition of a month for most of the 
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Every year industrial processes resulting from 


approximate equivalent in tonnage of the entire 


plumbing of the earth, presenting problems for 
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lonely cage looking for canary--deaf-mute 
preferred, C36 


young man on remnant staff in need of sleep 
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for sale or trade: one matchbox of grass 
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way patrol. MJ1O 


E: your tamales are ready. 


homesteaders looking for free or cheap farm 
for communistic purposes TOC 
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world. Consequently, of the world's 3,7 
billion persons, two and one-half billion 
lack the basic necessities of life, Put an- 
other way, only 16 per cent of the world 
monopolizes 75 per cent of the world's in- 
come, This pattern of consumption works to 
deplete the limited resources of the globe, 
to waste resources which might sustain 
billions of people--waste which works toward 
pollution--and to promote the global colon- 
ization of most human beings throughout the 
world, This pattern of consumption is the 
basis for American domination throughout 

the world, It helps to explain why 650 
million of the more than one billion children 
in our world will never reach adulthood, 


POPULATION 

On this finite globe there are now more than 
3.7 billion people growing at a rate of 4% 
every year, That means that within 35 years 
the world's population will double, requir- 
ing no twice the world's resources but five- 
fold--assuming the rising pattern of con- 
sumption (the "revolution of rising expecta 
tions") continues to hold sway. The reason 

























for this geometric growth is the imbalance 
between birth rate and death rate, which 
has drastically shortened the time span 
within which the world's population doubles. 
Contrary to the current popular image, 
overpopulation is first and foremost a social 
and not a biological issue. That is to say 
that the pre-condition for a balanced pop- 
ulation with the earth's resources is the 
redistribution of these resources--without ' 
which any measure of birth control will fail. 
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Ecology is very big these days; 
suddenly everybody is "concerned" 
about it, at one level or another. 
Considering the grimmness of our 
enviornmental situation, this shd 
not seem remarkable, but smncene 
personal way it does surprise me a 
bit. I've become aware of the pre- 
cariousness of life on this planet 
during. the last year or so, mainly 

eo © S@ on the basis of information gleaned 
———.....__ from a few articles in RAMPARTS, a 
few items in underground papers, and 
@ conversations with my leftist/hippie 

‘yg friends. Usually the "causes" I come 

across thru such channels are somewhat 

outside the mainstream of popularity. At 
best it's a couple of years before they 
get consideration as more than novelty it 
ems. But in this case, the situation and 
— is ues seem to be different. For one thing 

thing, there seem to be more leftist/hippies 
who read RAMPARTS and underground papers these 
days, Also, there are those on the Right who 
are realizing that a genuinely conservative 
position entails opposition to the physical 
destruction of their beloved country. And 
finally, with breathing becoming definitely 
hazardous, with significant bodies of water 
already dead (c.f, Lake Erie), and respectable 
people rdleasing documented predictions of doom 
sometime in the next 6 to 35 years, even the 
Silent Majority is beginning to stir. 


The above reflections represent, in part, 
my reaction to some of the phenomena I encoun- 
tered a few weeks ago at ‘Project Survival’ a 
Symposium and teach-out held at Northwestern 
University. The program featured a hodge-podge 
of speakers including left/liberal ecologists 
and lawyers who were quite disgusted with the 
American economic/technologic/political system, 
and establishment politicians who weren't, 
indicating that the people who set the thing 
up were a "broad-asddd "coalition or that they 
were trying to become one, 


We arrived a bit late, and our first and 
probably strongest impressions of the whole 
affair were the masses of people and piles of 
litter in the halls (talk about overpopulation 
and polution!). After struggling thru this 
scene long enough to find out that there was 
no hope of getting in to hear the people in 
person, we split off into various side rooms 
picking up literature, and finally finding a 
speaker set up in the hall so we could at least 
listen to the speeches by ecologists Paul 
Ehrlich and Barry Commoner and an interview with 
Ehrlich. 


The initial input from both of these men was 
a series of grim facts which indicate that we 
have already caused irreparable damage to our 
| ecological system. They pointed out that there 
are now projectg--some proposed and awaiting 
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0 programs, but a complete restructuring of the 
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approval, some being implemented, others alxe 
ready in operation--which will simply amount 

to ecologicial disasters if their development 
is allowed to continue. Dr. Commoner mentioned 
specifically the SST, the Florida barge canal, 
the Alaska o11 pipeline, and defoliation in 
Vietnam, 


Both ecologists accepted population control 
as axiomatic for human survival, but not suf- 
ficient in itself unless taken in a total envi- 
ornmental context. Dr. Ehrlich, author of The 
Population Bomb, pointed out that "the birth of 
an average white American child will mean 50 
times the stress on the enviornmental System as 
the birth of an average child in Calcutta." The 
number of people that the earth can Support is 
dependent on the kind of support demanded from 
it. The earth simply cannot take the strain of 
overdevelopment as practised in Amerika, Russia 
Western Europe, and Japan. All of these coun- 
tries, but especially the U.S., are engaged in 
a vicious, ever-expanding cycle of extraction, 
processing, and consumption of natural resour 
ces--many of which are stolen from the rest of 
the world. Besides the human exploitation that 
must necessarily accompany this maniacal nat- 
ural exploitation, the whole concept on which 
our industrial society is based is incredibly , 
short-sighted and essentially suiéidal, To 
take as our goal a continually rising Gross 
National Product is to impose our own death- 
sentence, 


Both men stressed that the Amérikan system 
as it now operates is inherently unable to av 
avert the enviornmental catastrophe, even if it 
had the resolve to do so. This results from 
the fact that the only solution it can offer ig 
the application of more and more technology, 
when much of the problem is a result of too 
much technology already. For example, Lake 
Erie was not destroyed because the plants treat 
ing the sewage dumped into it failed to work 
properly, but because they did exactly what 
they were supposed to. It's just that the by- 
products of the treatment were ultimately as 
deadly to the ecology of the lake as the orig- 
inal sewage. This sort of thing typifies the 
bankruptcy of our whole approach. We wait uné 
till a particular aspect of the problem reaches 
an intolerable level, then apply a stop-gap 
technological "solution", and usually end up 
worse than we started. Even now, perched on 
the brink of catastrophe, most of this sudden 
attention is focussed on visible air and water 
polution, whicn are only aspects oi the totai 
environmental problem, albé&t the most obnox- 
ious at the present time. Drs. Ehrlich and 
Commoner each held up Nixon's anti-polution 
proposals (delivered earlier that week in his 
state-of-the-union speech) as an example of 
this bumbling and feeble approach, 


What we need is not stop-gap measures and token 
>pV 
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letter to 


Mark Wagler is in prison for the crime of 
having taken an active interest in politics at 
Kent State University (Kent, Ohio) while he 
was both a student and teacher there in the 
spring of 1969. All our praying didn't keep 
Mark out of jail. He got 40 days plus a fine 
of $150 and is using his time to become more 
free and determined, All mail into and out of 
the Portage County Jail is read & censored. 
Mail which makes ‘references to crimes, prison 
conditions, or is allegedly subversive or 
obscene is returned to sender or confiscated. 
The letter from which the following material 
was taken was smuggled out of jail and into 
REMNANT by the grace of God. 





JB 
PORTAGE COUNTY JAIL 


RAVENNA, OHIO 


dear josiah 


taking the measurements in grey rivets and 


loosely woven bars scattered among 12 criminals. 


overpacked in this microcosmos for driving 
while intoxicated rioting petty theft and baby 
belly robbing. ‘cemént, metal. the existence 
of God verified: he opens and closes doors. 
and the-Holy Spirit flying round trip to Chi- 
cago bringing the daily post. 


they say (on the radio) blaring endlessly the 
news every 15 minutes things continue as usual 
out there, repression excalating in this end 
year of Law and Graham and Nixon, and people 
responding by taking over the streets. adver- 
tisements. aa 


there ought to be some way of looking at jail-- 
maybe a figure of ‘speech, some comparison. here 
things are written clearly, cleanly, in mono- 
color: grey. green. grey is different here-- 
outside people think of grey as confusion, mix 
ing black and white, here we see it (the con- 
fusion) as intentional and permanent. 


it's hard to feel responsible here: to whom? 
for what? this is a close community, but few 
rudiments of co-operation, sharing candy bars 
cigarettes stamps and books, swapping peaches 
for cake, sweeping the floor, stacking trays, 
and community here is arbitrary, controlled 
from the outside, somebody reads our mail and 
checks all the stuff we get, rats. 


this is a PENAL INSTITUTION. pun intended. jail 
is sexually repressive, says Cleaver, says I, 
besides being repressive in every other way. 


some inmates driven to homosexuality, either 
by force from other prisoners when they were 
in other prisons, or by simple necessity: to 
touch, there's a fellow in our jail in a max- 
imum security ceili from Kent who did time at 
Mansfield Reformatory. within a month there 
he "queered” (hate using that word). Now he 


.+ fight, smoke pot. 
. prosecution, 


josiah 


reads the Bible avidly, he is nicknamed "prea- 
cher", finding justification for sucking cocks 
in Genesis, he says we are to eat of the Tree 
or Lite, 


Tim just left. he's a black student from Kent 
who did 3 days for shop-lifting (a pair of 
scissors). everybody get's one call (telephone) 
so yesterday Tim asked for his call. Denny, 
stocky, hefty blondhaired hard-driving precise, 
says, "are you sure you haven't made a call?" 
"no, man, I'm positive I haven't made a call." 
"well," look here nigger! "come on then. but 
if I find out you've made a call already youll 
be in trouble." mean look. overt racism-- 
cause none of us get challenged in that tone, 


a student in my spring quarter class in Black 
Literature is in the neighboring bull pen-- 

3 days for shoplifting. liberating property! 
PROPERTY IS THEFT said Proudhon., That's the 
original sin. 


Prisons is politics. obvious for political 
prisoners, less obvious for people who steal, 
the whole idea of law and 
Who makes the laws? for whose 
benefit? and which lawbreakers are prosecuted? 
this is all so obvious: a rich upper class has 
power to see certain laws enacted. and for 
some reason, laws become morality--it is immoral 
to steal, not simply illegal. our inheritance 
from Rousseau of Social Contract theory--that 
government was a voluntary association of per- 
sons for the common good--which government has 
now attained permanent legality--replacing the 
Divine Rights of Kings with the Divine Rights 
of States. That's bullshit! When any organ- 
ization/institution moves beyond it's ad hoc 
stage--when the relationships are not voluntary 
but forced--it is repressive, Marriage is not 
forever: it is for however long 2 people vol- 
untarily choose to live together. governments 
(also other legalities) are also not eternal-- “ 
I have a right to drop out anytime. this is 
all theoretical meandering away from the guts 
of it, which is anarchism and now that I've 
used the word, let's forget it. (that govern- 
ment rules best which governs least.) 


Our laws create criminals. see Lockwood's book 
on Cuba (interviews with Castro) for comparison. 
there prisoners are recognized to be political, 
and an attempt is made to rehabilitate them. OK, 
rehabilitation can be manipulative, ways of 
fucking over people with out bars and guns. In 
Cuba prisoners who are in for an extended period, 
get tickets paid by the government to visit 
their families on weekends (obviously not every 
one). din Cuba, there are discussions between 
prisoners and officials, here we rarely get a 
chance to confront the chief jailer. 


our laws create criminals, I said,there is even 
more talk of crime in jails than in daily news- 


papers! and Ravenna is small time. crime be- 


comes the cosmos, a style of rebellion. have 
seen few penitents here, one in fact, the rest 
of us are bitter: at Judges who are crue]. at 
Jailers who treat us badly, at state patrol men 
who throw somebody in jail instead of giving a 
warning, at favoritism, money pull, prejudices, 


the technique of facist states as of paternal- 
istic families is to encourage submission to 
Father--when that fails, induce fear, (Engels 
correctly, I think, linked the rise of ca ital- 
ism with the rise of the paternal family.) 
Fuck authoritarianism! punishment is inhuman, 
as I realized this past summer after reading 
Summerhill, and especially inhuman when there 

S no relationship between "crime" and punish- 
ment--3 days’ in fat, $21 fine for stealing 
$.89 scissors; 40 days in jail, $150 fine for 
being in a demonstration; 4 years in jail for 
ae on one's rignts in Judge Hoffman's 
court, 


there is a lot of political awareness here, I 
told you before I think, about the peoples trial 
here jast spring (flushing the enemies or the 
people down the toilet--Yippie!), singing 
Solidarity" after yesterday's shakedown and 
the confiscation of "communist léterature", 
constant discussions of radical politics, esp. 
in relation to prison, among cellmates. four 
of the people from Kent SDS have been here 4 
months--and they know most of the prisoners, 
having been moved from place to place. Motor- 
cycle gang members send notes asking for books 


to read: The Autobiography of Malcolm X, The 
Little Red Book, Post-Prison Writings and 
Sneeches by Cleaver, comic books, magazines. 
Politics is in context of living together/ 
sharing/ rapping. Before I came, the people 
here had a rebellion--people refused to eat, 
made a hell of a lot of noise, hassled the pigs. 
their demands: clean towells, better food, 

i.e. better living conditions! and they won, 

but we have to keep fighting. 


I read The Strawberry Statement by a young cat 
involved in Columbia revolution in 1968, Kunen, 
book should be out seen in paperback and you 
Should read it. I was going to quote some good 
Shit out of the book, but the "pigs"? took it 
out of somebody's locker. the book is not 

about politics, not about anything, but about 
everything: Kunen goes to Red Sox ballgames, 
calls Ambassador Bunker in Saigon, rows for 
Columbia's crew, digs trees, travels to Canada, 
besides helping to liberate Columbia's build- 
ings, marching to Harlem, getting busted. One 
Suspects he is a typical hip radical: probably 
likes his grass (in a postscript he says grass 
is only slightly less common than cigarettes), 
is sexually free, challenges institutions, likes 
his long hair. But he is Untypical as a writer: 
he writes clearly, Simply, plays naive games. 
reflects his undogmatic thinking--Kunen hates 


war & poverty & establishment politics & college, 


he digs Marxist theory, but he is not addicted 
to the revolution, yoi know, like he can say 
things his own way, with out tired phrases. I 
remember one sentence he typed in the office of 
a building SDS was occupying: "I wonder whether 
Tenin was as concerned with the breast of his 
revolutionary cohort as I am." beautiful, 

nicht wahr? the book is short, read it, 
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POLITCAL PersonERS 


People in Weatherman say Columbia was the 
srandfather and Kent State the father of the 
Weathermen, interesting to reflect on: Col- 
umbia is a well known school, elite, rich, in 
the city beside Harlem; Kent has no reputation, 
is in the country, is a state university, pro- 
letarian school. Everybody knows about the 
struggle at Columbia and few know about our 
Struggle last yeas at Kent--and still it was 
damn important. Why? And how to feel now 
about my involvement? 





On the surface Columbia looks more successful: 
we (at Kent) occupied only one building, and 
that unintentionally, we never had large numbers 
(you know, way over a hundred) at our SDS neet- 
ings, and we were brutally repressed, The 
Story of Kent is repression, organizing ordin- 
ary kids, and guts.. no bragging, I am also 
very critical of what happened--but I have no 
regrets for my involvement. 


At Kent the administrators were prepared: the 
police and legal apparatus were ready to kill 
any struggle as soon as it began. Kent's 
president not only looks like Nixon, he also 
has some of the same need to repress dissent. 
Where Harvard, Columbia, S.F. State adminis- 
trators equivocated, Kent's moved quickly. 
After the first action (before I was active), 
the leaders were arrested for assault and 
battery, an injunction forbade them from coming 
on campus, and SDS's charter was revoked. 
Police and FBI infiltrated SDS, took pictures 
of meetings and demonstrations, in general 
prepared a file for prosecttion even before 
they had any action to prosecute, 


The axe came quick and hard and selective, 
This has to be understood--we'tve got to know 
how to relate to that kind of repression. 
what does conspiracy mean? rioting? NOTHING, 
they are fictional excuses for picking off 
leaders, trying to make us all AFRAID of 
Uncle Sam, "no, I'll never do it again" etc, 


the Weathermen have fought this--they are not 
afraid to fight, and not afraid of jail. I'm 
not ready to pick up the gun, I still believe 
in non-violence toward persons (it is impos- 
sible to be violent toward property!), but I 
also believe in struggle and guts. The weather 
men are changing: their talk is not quite so 
Tontinwed next prye 


dogmatic, they're off their bad-ass kick, 
respond more favorably to hip culture, etc. 
Don't worry--I'm not converting to any group. 


It's interesting to reflect on what may happen 
at colleges in the future. labor unions on 
college campuses, student government is bull- 
shit, divisionary channels of communication. 
organizing on campus needs to include talking 
about the student as nigger, not just fight 
Racism & Imperialism. students are workers, 
no figure of speech, 


What will Mennonite colleges do when the shit 
hits the fan? Will they call in the police, 


even though the Sermon on the Mount talks about 
suffering rather than prosecuting? Will there 
even be any conflict in the minds of adminis- 
trators between the rhetoric of their Christ- 
fanity and the structures they will undoubtedly 
defend by force? Can you dig Jesus as a college 
president calling the police? Well, I suppose 
there are young people around who are not in- 
timidated by threats of dismissal, who are not 
afraid of superswatter & cohorts, who will go 
to gail if necessary. Schools are Jails and 
Jails are Schools. and jail can be liberating. 


all 
mark 


ower to the people 








LETTER: 7@ .OTHERS 


In a letter to the Other People of The Other 
Cheek Commune, some friends from Toledo rap 
“about farms, busses, sealing wax, and cabbages 
and kings ..«e<« 


(the thoughts of jim and chris) 


There are four of us here; two adults and 

two children, We began to wake up three or 
four years ago and started trying to find 

The Movement in Toledo. But there wasn't any, 
So we decided to make our own. For about two 
years we. ran a kind of an open house which 
was a draft resistance office, crash pad, 
place for people to come talk to other people 
about how to get it together and save the 
world, We put out a really lousy little news 
letter which, being the only one around, was 
well received. The whole thing died a slow, 
unlamented death as Jim and I began to real- 
ize that we just couldn't do it. There were 
a lot of people who wanted to help, but none 
Who would take any responsibility. We wound 
up being parents to everybody, which wasn't 
what we had in mind at all. We couldn't fig- 
ure out what everybody wanted from us, because 
we're both basically uneducated, kind of dull 
working class slobs whose main interest is 
finding some place decent enough to raise our 
children in. 


If there was a good working farm in the mid- 
west, or a closely-related group of farms, 

then maybe that would cut down on the tendency 
of people who want to get out into the country, 
to always go off to New Mexico or California 
orNew England instead of trying it here. And 
that in turn would help those who stay in the 
cities, because they wouldn't feel so aban- 


doned and would still be in touch with their \: 


friends who do become country people. We had 
Some good raps with a lot of people in Wash- 
ington from around the country about the city- 
farm thing. There were about twenty of us 
sitting out a rainstorm in the bus; about half 
from farms and the other half from Boston and 
NYC. We were remembering that a few years ago 
there was a feeling that we were all in it to- 
gether, and then the beginnings of repression 
started and people had to figure out if they 
were going to pick up a gun or not, Those 

who decided to, stayed in the cities and 
started talking about self-defense and how 
everybody else was copping out; those who de- 
cided that fighting IS copping out, disappeard 
eoebecame saints and*hermits out in the mid- 
dle of nowhere. Which would be all right, 
except that a lot of the love/joy/faith/vib- 
rations went out of the cities, resulting in 
developments like Weatherman, You know what 
happens to houses divided, . 


Anyway, a farm thats into communication would 
be nice. And schoolbus(es) would enable the 
farm people to make it to regional and nation- 
al actions, music festivals, and anything 
they feel like going to. Schoolbusses are 
really great for people with children; it 
makes uS aS mobile as people without kids, 
Another reason Jim and I are so into the bus 
thing is that national-size gatherings such 
as Woodstock have gotten so gigantic that 
food is really a problem. Once you get into 
the crowd, there's no way to get out to get 
food, and so you wind up having most of the 
people starve while a few are able to buy $2 
Sandwiches from the vultures that always show 
up. In Washington, we along with two guys 
from Michigan were able to feed ourselves 
(and the kids) for a week and give free sup- 
pers to about 200 every night, for about $30, | 
Well, maybe about 100. Anyway, instead of 
hearing people whine about other people mak- 
ing huge profits selling food at exhorbitant 
rates, it would be great if we (all million 
of us: we) could devise ways to take care of 
ourselves, Schoolbusses help. 


We love you, 
Jim, Chris, Mike, & Kathy 






--Dave Dellinger 


Feb/ 70 
Judge Hoffman's Caurtroom 






Now Spiro Agnew says that the television indus- 
try is a tiny closed fraternity, and I agree 
with him. But this is a society in which tiny 
closed fraternities have the power, The govern- 
ment is a tiny closed fraternity, The economics 
the factories, the farms are run by a tiny 
closed fraternity. The answer is not to bring 
in the government to censor television or to 
have more power over the lives of the people. 
The factories, the farms and natural resources 
should be communally owned with popular control, 
de-centralized control. Spiro Agnew says that 
television distorts the news, and I agree with 
him, The problem is that he wants them to dis- 
tort it more in the wrong direction. 
--Dave Dellinger 

Nov/69 Washington 


free press:free chur:: 


Bill Klassen is, for good reasons, generally 
known among young Mennos as a remarkably open- 
minded theologian. He has sustained many young 
heads in bad times and good. He has not hesi- 
tated to bring his criticizm of the status quo 
right up front and continually tries to get 
Mennonites (and others) off their righteous 
asses. REMNANT has been slow in getting this 
rticle to press (it was written nearly a year 
ago when ideas for this newsletter were vague 
and scarcly related to the actual newsletter 
you are holding in your hand.) but it remains 
cimely and should be an encouragement to any- 
one who wants freedom of the press. As the 
revolutionary printers have long understood: 
Freedom of the press is assured only to he who 
has one! 
-~-Ed. 


CHE FREE PRESS AND THE FREE CHURCH 


the emergence of another literary organ of 
expression within the Mennonite family calls 
‘or some reflection on the purpose that it 
may serve, In such a fFeflective process it 
is natural to turn to the 16th century and 
ask about the role of printing in the rapid 
growth and wide expansion of the Anabaptist 
movement, 


It is impossible to imagine the growth of the 
Anabaptist movement without the independent 
printers scattered throughout Europe and espec= 
ially the availability of printing presses for 
men of fairly modest means, Thus, Pilgrim 
Marpeck, one of the great leaders of the 16th 
century, apparently owned his own printing 
press which meant that he could print rather 
rapidly anything he felt he wanted to say to 
the larger church. The assumption was that 
for a church to be free it must have a free 
press, In spite of this apparent freedom, 

the early Anabaptists were strongly community 
oriented and preferred to write books and 
pamphlets with their colleagues, Furthermore, 
it is repeatedly affirmed in prefaces and in- 
troductions that the writers, even though 
they remain anonymous, will welcome the 
response of the readers. Anonymity came not 
So much from a reticence to identify with 

what had been written, but primarily to save 
one's own life. 


In the present situation within the Mennonite 
church this freedom of the press is complete- 
ly gone. The Concern movement which began as 
a radical critique of the status quo within 
the Mennonite context, and which was unfail- 
ing (even humorous) in its sharp criticism 

of the Mennonite establishment, still contin 
ues to publish its independent journal, but 
aS the last issue indicates, it, too, has 
retreated into the safety of a general cul- 
tural critique without taking on the very 
difficult question of the faithfulness of 

the current Mennonite establishment. Teeet ir 


an analysis of the editors and supporters 

of Concern (myself included) indicates that 
most of them make their living from positions 
within the established church, and therefore 
it is no surprise that we will not bite the 
hand that feeds us. Instead we criticize 
the festival of Christmas which makes it 
possible for us to bask in our iconoclaam, 
but the object of iconoclasm is so general 
that one can no longer describe it as revol- 
utionary. We are solidly behind motherhood 
and against Christmas! 


Within the larger forest of Mennonite papers, 
it is clear that we have learned from our 
Anabaptist ancestors the value of hard work 
and the joy of seeing ourselves in print. 

We have furthermore discovered that there 

is money in publications. In addition it is 
clear that Mennonite publications are acutely 
conscious of their constituency. Editors 

can move in on the constituency every once in 
a while like a spectator approaches the cage 
of a tiger in a zoo, but under no circumstan- 
ces will he ever enter the cage itself. 

There are several exceptions. The editor of 
The Mennonite has been unrelenting in his pre- 
sentation of the basic issues confronting the 
church, he has continaed to open the wound of 
poverty, of Vietnam and other social ills and 


not allowed us to poy band-aids over them, 
The criticism of his position has been just 


as relentless and there have been repeated 
efforts to dislodge him. The continuing 
battle to keep him as editor is by no means 
won and its outcome uncertain, 


The Canadian Mennonite began also as an inde- 
penden ree press and has done more than 
any other paper to continue to point to the 
i8sues that confront the church today. The 
crusading zeal of its first editor made it 
difficult, however, for the paper to sur- 
vive financially and in tiria he was replaced 
with a more gentle and meek editor, His 
commitment seems to be the same and in the 
long run he may achieve ‘as much, but this is 
doubtful because of the way in which the es- 
tablished churches with their bureaucracy 

are moving in to help finance the paper and 
thus inevitably also to assume control. On 
the other side of the spectrum the Canadians 
for many years had a German paper which had 
strong fascist leanings and it will take con- 
siderable work to undo that influence among 
the Canadian churches, For the most part 

the Mennonite press has little difficulty when 
it reports news, particularly as this news 

is flattering to the institutional builders 
and improves the images that the educational 
and welfare agencies have among the people 
who are to support them financially, 


The free press, however, does not exist. When 
major policy decisions are made by educational 
institutions or by MCC no reporter is permitted 
to enter the sacred halls of discourse, and in 


those few cases where leaks have been made to 
editors and certain developments have been 
printed before they were announced or in some 
cases in an effort to change the direction of 
a movement all hell broke loose. The Menno- 
nite reporter does not have the freedom of 

a secular newspaper reporter to interview 
administrators or church politicians or dis- 


_ Sidents so that he can present both sides of 


“6f God," 


a picture. For the ecclesiastical hierarchy 
in the Mennonite church considers the consti- 
tuency far too infantile to be able to help 
them cope with their problems and certainly 
considers its job too difficult to allow re- 
porters to report all the facts. Mennonite 
institutions enjoy the luxury of a. controlled 
press. When desisions are made they are dig- 
nified by such slogans as "the will-.of God," 
and without it many of the decision makers 
within the ecclesiastical hierarch could not 
live with themselves, for they know how sel- 
‘dom what they wish is contrary to this "will 
The subtlety of ecclesiastical pol- 
itics as practiced within the Mennonite church 
Simply could not tolerate a free press. 


4 


In some cases it may be simply a matter of 


‘strategy and not of basic discontinuity bes 


4 


tween the myth and the reality. Within the 


ysemirary context, for example, there has been 


unrelenting analysis of the present situation 
of the church, and the administration has in- 
vited this kind of critique to be carried on 
by the faculty without any strictures placed 
on us. In my own case I could testify to occ- 
asions in which the administration has not 
only tolerated what I had to say but in fact 
‘invited me to\say it and probided opportuni- 
ties for saying it even when it was known 
ahead of time that my statement of the posi- 
tion might make the institutional life more 


, difficult vis a vis the constituency, 


It has alse been possible in this context to 
define more clearly the meaning of revolution 


and what it really means to be radical ina 


world like ours, For among us there has dev- 
eloped the conviction that the most radical 
thing that can be done today is not to pick 

up the old methods of revolution, but to com- 
mit ourselves consistently to the concept of 
nonviolence as the most revolutionary idea 
which has ever been let loose among men, The 
highest view of man is the one explicated al- 
ready by Plato in his Republic that the great- 
est force in history is not when the weak and 
the poor rise up in arms against their oppres- 
sors, but when in a clearly deliberate way and 
for a specific purpose the innocent man suffers 
in behalf of the guilty. There are times when 
our retreat into the Biblical world may look 
to the young radical as a return to antiquarian 
ism but in fact it is not that. Through the 
disciplines of theological studies and through 
the disciplines of archaeological research we 
have become impressed again with the contempor- 
aneity of the Biblical message, 


This radical confrontation with the Biblical 
world has led us to identify strongly with the 
radical movement. We see in Christ an agent 
of change, someone who attacked the status quo, 
who did not feel at home in the religious es~ 
tablishment, and this gives us the courage to 
attack such sacred cows as the traditional 
congregational structure, the one pastor sys-- 


tem, and the institutional obsessions of 
the church, 


To the young Anabaptist radicals we are 
attracted. We admire your courage, and 
your questioning the essence of that to 
the prophets, Jesus, and our Anabaptist fore- 
fathers bore witness. We identify also with 
your conviction that renewal can never be a 
mass movement and that the only way that crea- 
tive change comes about is when a remnant 
commits itself to that kind of change, 


deeply 
see in 
which 


What are the questions we ask you? The cen- 
tral question is one of commitment, We don't 
know as I guess no one really does where the 
issues will be drawn. The older Anabaptist 
leadership in the 20th century found neat 
themes from Anabaptism and made them the ral- 
lying point of their movement. By ignoring 
the radical streaks of some of the earliest 
leaders, and writing off some other people as 
not really being "mainline Anabaptists" they 
were able to domesticate the 16th century 
vision and make it a beautiful public rela- 
tions device whereby 20th century Mennonite 
institutional structures could be fortified. 
That option we reject. 


You young radicals are in danger of taking only 
those figures earlier neglected and making 
heroes of them without confronting the basic 
question of commitment. What, however, stands 
as the central theme of Anabaptism is still 
relevant for all of us, namely, the conviction 
that social change is brought about only 
through the willingness to suffer injustice, 
The radical Anabaptist is willing to confront 
power structures, in fact he never withdraws 
from difficult situations, but when the chips 
are down he is adamant in his refusal to in- 
flict any kind of pain or suffering upon his 
adversaries, but instead is willing to absorb 
the hatred and injustice of the world into his 
own life style. He joyfully endures that suf- 
fering not for the institutions which are mere 
ly extensions of his own ego, but for the 
greater cause, the increasing extension of 
Christ's Lordship over his world. 


I personally can only wish you young radicals 
well. I would urge you not to look back with 
nostalgia at the Mennonite ghettos established 
at Goshen, Newton, Hesston, Harrisonburg, or 
Hillsboro. The cause is clearly greater than 
any institutions which have been raised in 
the last 75 years to promote that cause, 
possible avoid using 
possible avoid the error that we 
ways avoided of using Anabaptist 
promote contemporary structures, Remember 
that to institutionalize an idea is often the 
best way to kill it. Nevertheless ideas have 
to be embodied to survive and as soon as they 
are embodied or promoted by more than one per- 
son you have an institution. There must be 
continuity as well as change if growth is to 
take place, There must be discipline as well 
as freedom, Within the free church it seems 
clear that we can have a free press if that 
press recognizes that it can contribute to 
meaningful discussion in which it takes the 
other man seriously and addresses him honestly 
and courageously in Christian love. 

--William Klassen 

April 7, 1969 
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have not al- 
insights to 


Amerikan life-style! We need an end to an in- 
Gustrial system whose primary motivation is 
greed, whose central goal is more consumtion, 
and whose proudest achievement is the dissem- 
ination of an increasingly uncontrollable tech- 
nology. We need to turn away from a set of 
values based on materials, consumption, and 
waste. To me, this was the essence of what 
both ecologists were trying to put acwoss, 


After this heavy input, there was a short inter 
mission; then came the second part of the pro- 
gram, which was evidently the handiwork of the 
other end of the Project Survival coaliticn, 
The next 4 speakers were all polititions from 
the state of Illinois, including the liutenant- 
governor, a couple of other state officials, 
and Adlai Stevenson III, darling of the Illi- 
nois liberal establishment, This portion of 
the program also had the potential to be very 
educational--for anyone who still believed that 
there is hope of a solution forthcoming from 
the people who are presently running things 
here, Ehrlich had just pointed out the futil- 
ity of talking about air and water polution ex- 
cept as part of the total environmental picture 
So what did they talk aBout? Air and water 
polution, exclusively, (Actually, it was only 
air and waver polution in the state of Illinois 
they were concerned about. I wonder what 
changes the wind goes through when it blows a- 
cross the Indiana line}) The ecologists had 
said that stop-gap measures were essentially 
worthless at best; so they proposed a few stop 
gap measures, Both scientists had flatly 
maintained that our system itself is to blame 
for our inability to halt environmental de- 
struction; these cats eaeh blamed the opposi- 
tion party. It is impossible for these guys 

to even conceive of the kinds of things Ehrlich 
and Commoner were talking about, much less to 
begin to put them into action, The only way 
they could relate to the natural environment 
was to make a petty political issue out of it. 
Stevenson, currently running for the U.S. Sen~ 
ate, was as bad as any of them, 


° 


At this point, things were looking pretty 
hopeless, so we cut out. All in all, it was a 
pretty upsetting thing. But then, these days, 
a lot of us had better start getting upset, 


KEK HEE KEKE KEKEEKE HE KEE EK HEEL EH E EEE EEK KEK KE RE KEKE 


As I mentioned earlier, I first came across 
some of this upsetting infowmation in RAMPARTS 
magazine, If you can get hold of back issues, 
you might check out some of these articles: 


"America the Raped" by Gene Marine, Reprint- 
ed from a 1967 issue in January 1969. 


"Eco-catastrophe!" by Paul R. Ehriich. 
September, 1969. 


"Santa Barbara: 011 in the Belvet Play- 
ate by Harvey Molotoch. November, 
1969. 


"Alaska: The Ecology of 011." by Barry 
Weisberg. January, 1970. 


There is also Dr, Ehrlich's highly disturbing 
book, The Population Bomb, (Ballantine/Sierra 


Vt selves. 


Club, 1968. 95¢). Plus a recent thing put out 
as a study guide for the series of enviornmen- 
tal teach-ins scheduled to take place all 
across the nation in April. (Call your local 
ecologist for time and exact location in your 
areas Its an anthology with a lot of heavy 
stuff called The Enviornmental Handbook (Ball-. 
antine/Friends of the Earth, Garrett DeBell,Ed. 
1970. 95¢) 

--Stein 


My ecologist just told me I have only 10 years 
to live! 


Kevelufion at BLUFFTON? 


I went down to Bluffton College during the inter- 
term because I had heard they were having a rev- 
olution and sure enough, there were posters all 
over the campus which said REVOLUTION! right 
across the top. I sure was glad to see that 

the Bluffton students had finally done something 
for themselves and taken their educations in 
their own hands, 


But then as I walked around, I didn't notice any 
Signs of change. Students still had that same 
timid look about them--living with the same res- 
trictions, the same phobias, the same blindness, 
This was al] very bewildering until I learned 
that the Revolution at Bluffton was planned and 
predicted by the established powers and handed 
to the students for them to practice scholarship 
on, There were lectures, movies, supervised tours 
of revolutionary scenes; and students took notes 
because they knew they were going to be tested 
on all of this. The students even recieved per- 
mission from the administration for a mock occu- 
pation of a college building. In short, the 
inter-term was a success, Everything came off 
as planned, no powerechanged hands, there were 
no serious disturbances, and the Emperor walked 
around naked for another year. Only liberation 
itself did not appear--declining to lick the 
well intentioned asses. 


Meanwhile, there was something happening just 
a few miles down the road in a place known te 
some scholars as a "paradigm" of the Amerikan 
disease. Lima, Ohio is not the largest city 
in the country but it may safely lay claim to 
some of the biggest problems, with bigotry at 
the top of the list, 


Against predictable opposition, the black peo- 
ple of Lima have begun toa wrench off the chains 
binding them, The Concerned Parents Organiza- 
tion instituted a boycott of the racist public 
school system, The local Black Panther chapter 
and a black student organization from Defiance 


College supported the strike--with the college 
students acting as teachers in a freedom school 
for the boycotting students. The Lima school 
system has been forced to recognize the serk 
itousness of the black parents and students and 
has agreed to nearly all of their demands. 


Struggles such as this are giving life toa 
poor people's coalition which is springing up 
in western Ohio. Blacks, Chicanos, and poor 
whites are beginning to cooperate in gathering 
information, planning, sharing resources, and 
building a base of power, These people may not 
have printed posters with REVOLUTION at the top, 
but they definitly are acting a liberate them- 
= SS 


3 letters.. 


freeman scene... 


Eds, 
There has been a slight reaction to the RN in 
Freeman since the third issue has arrived. The 
coffeehouse board seems to be in near total 
disagreement with the style of the news and 
thus at times even the valuable contents. In 
November I had told Roger that several kids 
from the college would like the Remnant, and 
that I could sell them through the Coffeehouse. 
At first the board voted to exclude the news- 

* letter entirely from the said place. No amount 
of fighting could open up new~chambers in old 
minds, but I am now allowed to make my copy a- 
vallable to all at the coffeehouse, It has 
been recommended that I do not sell the RN as 
coffeehouse manager. The coffeehouse has been 
searching for a more active position but due to 
parental e¢vil-eye and occasional listlessness 
among theless conservative, there has been 
oniy limited action, We need action that will 
put words on tongues, put rocks in windows, 
het t on seats, and dynamite into minds. Ver 
fe. here can see their economic madness, eir 
religious stalemate, their social DPLcty,, or 
their physical stench, By the time life is re- 
glized here it is stylized, oversimplified, im- 
aginary, and gone, 

Soctalistically yours, 

Joe Mierau 

Freeman, S.D. 


sordid realities... 


Dear Editors: 
Readers of the Remnant Newsletter know that 
there is a high road and a low read and an in- 
finite number of life style levels in between. 
Man has the possibliity of soaring to the sky 
in thought and deed, or living in the gutter or 
on some level in between. Your readers know 
that there is wholesome food and there is rub- 
bish. I suppose that most of your readers have 
been exposed either in print or ina life situ- 
ation to selfishness, vanity, pride, hypocrisy, 
adultery, sexual promisquity, war, racial pre- 
judice, an unbridled quest for gadgets, broken 
homes, an unquenchable appetite for food, al- 
choholic beverages or drugs, man's inhumanity 
to man, and many other sordid things which tell 
us about our human shortcomings of sin, 


In view of this, why do you insist on "shocking" 


us with the most sordid realities of a low life 
Are you trying 
to tell us something about the conditions of 
the world or about yourselves??? 


What's wrong with Jesus's admonition in the 
Sermon on the Mount, "'Yes' or 'No!--anything 
else you have to say comes from the Evil One."? 
And. the advice Paul gives the Philippians, when 
he says: "In conclusion, my brothers, fill 


Most of 
your readers, I suspect, are striving with might 
and main to rise above and correct these evils. 


your minds with thosed things that are good and 
deserve praise: things that are true, noble, 
right, pure, lovely, and honorable."???? (Good 
News for Modern Man, tr.). 

Most Cordially Yours, 

Harley J. Stucky 

North Newton, Ks. 


(Eds, note: Let's get down to some specifics. 
For example, brown rice is wholesome food and 
the Chicago Tribune is rubbish 


a termination... 


Following is an open letter to Local Board No. 
43, Vermillion, South Dakota: 


Dear Sirs: 

This letter is to notify you that I have chosen 
to terminate my service with you. In the year 
and a half of our close association, I've grown 
to appreciate the effectiveness of your organ- 
ization in exterminating commie gooks and their 
women and children. Inasmuch as my religious 
persuasion prohibits me from killing anything I 
don't eat, and insofar as I wouldn't feed gook 
meat to my cat, I am compelled to decline my 
portion of the gore, 


This hasn't been an easy decision to make and I 
know how it must make you feel, but despite 
your continued interest in me, I just haven't 
been able to feel a part of your organization. 
I trust that you will accept my resignation 
without undue hardship to yourselves, but if 
you are troubled by the matter I would be happy 
to discuss it at greater length with you. You 
Should be receiving both my membership card and 
the card indicating my most recent rank, as I 
will not be needing them any longer. If you 
have no need for them, feel free to discard 
them. As you may have been able to sense, my 
sentiments are no longer with you, and with this 
letter, I am taking a step with life away from 
you. Sorry it has to be this way. 

So long, 


(ogo 


Roger Kaufman 
"39-43-45-31" 
815 Wrightwood 
Chicago, 60614 
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NEWS PAPER 


Have you seen the newspaper which IS the 
frostbitten feet of Dakota redmen standing 
in blankets of pox and vomit? 

Have you seen the newspaper which LAUGHS aloud 
with the mad humor of a child born 


to the blues? 


Have you seen the newspaper salted with the 
tears of trembling college girls betrayed 
in virginity and in love? 

Have you read the news on the lips of the 
dead who were murdered tonight with 


your dollars? 





classified: 


free mark wagler Wow 


legalize GMPD-235! 


free unlimited supply of large and more what ? 










free unlimited supply of large & more ferocious 
cabbage worms compliments of DDT 





STOPTHEFUCKINGWAROPFTHEPIGRIGHTON! 


SLG 


you haven't seen Yellow Submarine unless you've 
‘seen it stoned 


&¢% 


well wetre not exactly together but then things 
could be (in fact have been) a lot bleaker. 
we're constantly going thru all these changes 
but 1 guess there are worse life-styles (for 
instance middle-class amerikan). you can still 
visit us most of the time. Toc 477-9771 


cultivate your own Bubonic plague colony. 
contact USArmy germ warfare division absolute 
weapons section, CBWx100 


yippie! 


WESTFARM PEOPLE's VOICE: 


"Window Washer Falls 87 Stories; 
Hospitalized For Severe Windburns" 


In an exclusive interview with the Chatunukka 
Choochoo, despite the objections of hospital 
authorities, the forty-two year old Roger Hob- 
linker exclaimed: "I don't know how it happened 
I was trying to reach some dirt at the right 
corner of the window and the board must have 
Slipped..." 


eat more remnant, 


KX: 


--JB 





Dunroain (cont. from back page) 


Poetic Interlude® 

Before the crack of yawn is upon us, indeed 
we must allow ourselves the foresight, to 
straighten our neckties for a moment 

Jack be nimble 
Jack be to the point 
Jack jump over 
the marijuana joint 

You are trying to bring your electric cooler 
along to my picnic. 

Yes but where are you going for your picnic- 
--beautifully manicured Vincent Massey Park in 
the middle of Ottawa. 

disproportionate creative terms~spongy 
stuff 
existential psychotherapy--getting onto the 
couch with your patient--Kneefeldt; you arro- 
gant bastard/Dick; sit down! 


It is rumoured, apparently upon good author- 
ity that all human knowledge shortly will come 
under the binary ordering of the Computer. 

With insipid enthusiasm this relentless quest 
proceeds. There exists a tremendous frenzy 
that no one be ensconced in the web of the 
blissful progresslessness., Thus the joy Dun- 
robin finds in collecting logs from the river 
is perhaps alarming, 


Hquoted from P.A. Parkerton; Journal of 


Interdisciplinery Environmental Pschologies, 
'Tension and Resonance in low key studies'. 


Ssee R, P. Kneefeldt, Biblical Exigesis, 
Younghusband's Press, (note particularly the 
ratio of 399 to 1 in the authenticity of 
Micaiah's prophecy) 


Oselected excerpts from the interchange 
which produces these memoranda 


TA, Dyck, Fundamental Binary Tabulation and 
Computation and Related Topics, D. W. Friesen 
and Sons, A 


ltona, Canada. 


Again, Yours in the Lord: 
Bill Payne, Alvin Koop, Bob Neufeld, 
Paul Parker, Ernie Dick 
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Dunrobin Speaks: 





There was a time when the lamp burned all 
night over the alley and the impermeable mem- 
brane of Chicago changed its essential nature 
(briefly) to osmote, permit, transmit, and ad- 
mit the poets of Dunrobin to The Other Cheek. 
We had an all night long of songs and wine and 
music and there were people from outer places 
puzzling over phrases on the floor. These 
Dunrobin cats sort of nudged the whole scene 
along into that warm sweet place where people 
can dig on their fellows. Maybe these words 
from them will help you know what I mean, 

--SS 


DUNROBIN ADDRESSES THE WORLD: 


"Familiarity does not necessarily breed 
passion" 


I say that folk music and folk songs, 
folk ballads, are just now getting up onto 
their feet, like Joe Louis after a couple of 
sad knockdowns., Every other kind of art 
that you can mention has been peeled about 
the jaw and eyes, mainly because you can't 
fill out any kind of a civil service paper 
and find a free government check in your 
mailbox for making up and playing folk music 
and folk songs. You've got to go out to 
work at a factory and spend two thirds of 
your time doing a job you hate in order to 
have enough janerio to go on with your folk 
songs and folk music. You can toot your 
flute in a military band and get GI pay for « 
it; you can slide your rod in a whoppyjive 
herd and get GI pay for it. But there's not 
any GI kale you can lay a finger on to make 
up folk songs and folk music. (Woodrow 

Wilson Guthrie) 
Music and specifically the Guthrie unpluged- 
inedness finds itself here at Dunrobin,. The 
Guthrie way stops to look at Niagara Falls, 
sings about it and then moves on to carry the 
song to other localities; whereas the current 
'thing! stops, plugs in to the power of Niagara 
Falls and then with appropriate amplification 
blasts its vibrations (bad breath or whatever 
through the luft. It does not avoid the natural 
and/or imposed tragedies of life but yet the 
simple but rollicking nature of the back-porch 
and rodking-chair confuses a lot of people such 
as documentary researchers, radical students, 
rational positivists and sociopsychologistsand- 
psychosociologists. 
- keep you finger(s) in the air! 

"i And Micaiah said, As the Lord liveth, 
what the Lord saith unto me, that will I speak.” 
(1 Kings; chapter 22)? 

The pursuance of cowboys and prophets leads us. 
We wonder what Micaiah the son of Imlah, or 
other cowboy prophets would have to say about 
the lack of shit on the cowboy boots at Carle- 
ton University. For helpful hints on keeping 
one's boots clean see or use the @lobe and 
Mail, Newsweek, The Carleton, The Mennonite, 


Playboy, etc. 





(CONTINUED INSIDE PAGE 19) 


